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The Arbitration Treaties : an Inventory. 

Some of the journals of the country, accustomed 
to summarize at its close the chief events of the year, 
have given a prominent place in their recent reviews 
to the arbitration treaties signed during 1904 ; others 
have passed them by with little or no notice, as if 
they had but small significance. 

It is indeed a most happy circumstance that we 
are able to begin the new year with so many of these 
conventions actually signed and so many more in 
process of negotiation. What has been done in this 
direction has marked the year 1904 as one of the 
most important in the entire history of the interna- 
tional peace movement. 

Since our December issue Mr. Hay has signed two 
further treaties, namely, with Great Britain and 
Italy, making six in all signed by our government 
since the first of November. These two follow the 
lines of the former treaties. It had been hoped that 
at least the treaty with Great Britain would be 
drawn on larger lines, as the relations between the 
two countries are now such as to justify the hope 
that all disputes that may hereafter arise between 
them will be easily adjusted by pacific means. But 



the treaty as it is is a very important convention, 
seeing that it is one of a group the signers of which 
include nearly all the important powers. A number 
of other treaties between our government and others 
are also nearly completed and ready for signature. 

When these treaties will be sent in to the Senate 
by the President we can only guess. They will 
probably have been handed in by the time this paper 
reaches our readers. If so, every influence ought to 
be brought to bear at once, by personal letter and 
otherwise, for their prompt ratification. Unexpected 
opposition to them is reported to have arisen among 
Senators. Some criticise them because they are too 
limited in scope and mean nothing; others because 
they go too far, and expose us to entanglement and 
danger. 

We cannot yet believe that this opposition will 
develop into anything serious. What the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians have said against the treaties 
seems to be so entirely fanciful that it is difficult to 
see how it can influence any Senator to oppose ratifi- 
cation. How a treaty of such limited scope, to run 
• for only five years, can put us under the power of 
England or any other country to our hurt, is more 
than an ordinary mortal can conceive. The other 
reasons put forward against the treaties, from the 
point of view of the Monroe doctrine, etc., are still 
more irrational, and will certainly carry no weight. 

The most serious ground for fear that some have 
given is that there is a group of prominent and in- 
fluential men in the Senate who are essentially 
opposed to the whole movement out of which the 
arbitration treaties spring, and are opposed to any 
steps whatever in the direction in which they lead. 
It is incredible that this should be true at this late 
stage of the triumphant progress of arbitration, when 
the Hague Court is in successful operation, and the 
whole civilized world is rallying to the standard of 
arbitration, and we shall believe it only when we see 
evidences of it cropping out after the treaties are 
before the Senate. 

Not only has the negotiation of treaties gone 
steadily on in our country since our last issue, but in 
other countries as well. The list of treaties signed, 
so far as it has come to our knowledge, is now as 
follows : Great Britain and France, France and Italy, 
Great Britain and Italy, Denmark and The Nether- 
lands, France and Spain, Great Britain and Spain, 
Spain and Portugal, France and The Netherlands, 
France and Norway and Sweden, Great Britain and 



